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EXECUTIVE  SUMMARY  

 

Between November 2020 and July 2021, at the request of PVR Management, LLC, CRM TECH 

performed a paleontological resource assessment on approximately 288 acres of partially developed 

rural land in an unincorporated area near the City of Hemet, Riverside County, California.  The study 

area consists of Assessorôs Parcel Nos. 569-020-010, -013, -024, -025, and -026, encompassing the 

Paradise Valley Ranch retreat and guest lodge in the southwestern portion of the property.  It is situated 

near the eastern terminus of Cactus Valley Road, approximately six miles southeast of the Hemet city 

center, within Section 8 of Township 6 South Range 1 East, San Bernardino Baseline and Meridian. 

 

The study is a part of the environmental review process for the proposed expansion and improvement 

of the existing Paradise Valley Ranch facility, including the construction of a field station for the 

Wildfire Conservancy, a Center of Excellence for firefighter mental and behavioral health, and a 

photovoltaic solar field.  As part of the project, the main lodge, garage, and pool house will be 

converted for use by the Center of Excellence, and two bunkhouse/camp lodges will  be demolished 

and replaced with new facilities.  The direct impact of the project will be limited to an approximately 

50-acre portion of the study area around the Paradise Valley Ranch retreat and guest lodge, which is 

referred hereafter as the project area in this report. 

 

The County of Riverside, as the lead agency for the project, required the study in compliance with 

the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The purpose of the study is to provide the County 

with the necessary information and analysis to determine whether the proposed project would result 

in a significant impact to any significant, nonrenewable paleontological resources and to develop a 

paleontological mitigation program, if necessary.  To identify any paleontological localities that may 

exist in or near the study area and to assess the possibility that such resources may be encountered 

during construction, CRM TECH initiated records searches at the appropriate repository, reviewed 

available literature, and performed a systematic field survey of the entire study area.   

 

The findings of this study indicate the central portion of the project area, lying on the relatively level 

terrain of the valley floor, contains Pleistocene-aged alluvial deposits (Qof), which is considered to 

have a high potential for paleontological resources, to a maximum depth of 34 feet below the ground 

surface.  The small portions of the project area that extend to the surrounding hillside, especially at 

the western, northern, and eastern tips and in the southernmost portion, features Cretaceous pluton 

outcroppings and Holocene alluvial/residual deposits of weathered bedrock, as does most of the rest 

of the study area.  These geologic units are not conducive to the preservation of paleontological 

remains, and these areas are therefore low in sensitivity for paleontological resources. 

 

Based on these findings, CRM TECH recommends that a mitigation program be developed and 

implemented to prevent project impacts on significant, nonrenewable paleontological resources or to 

reduce such impacts to a level less than significant.  As the primary component of the mitigation 

program, all earth-moving operations that occur on the relatively level terrain of the valley floor should 

be monitored to identify and recovery paleontological remains.  Under this condition, CRM TECH 

further recommends that the proposed project may be cleared to proceed in compliance with CEQA 

provisions on paleontological resources.  
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INTRODUCTION  

 

Between November 2020 and July 2021, at the request of PVR Management, LLC, CRM TECH 

performed a paleontological resource assessment on approximately 288 acres of partially developed 

rural land in an unincorporated area near the City of Hemet, Riverside County, California (Fig. 1).  

The study area consists of Assessorôs Parcel Nos. 569-020-010, -013, -024, -025, and -026, 

encompassing the Paradise Valley Ranch retreat and guest lodge in the southwestern portion of the 

property.  It is situated near the eastern terminus of Cactus Valley Road, approximately six miles 

southeast of the Hemet city center, within Section 8 of Township 6 South Range 1 East, San 

Bernardino Baseline and Meridian (Figs. 2, 3). 

 

The study is a part of the environmental review process for the proposed expansion and 

improvement of the existing Paradise Valley Ranch facility, including the construction of a field 

station for the Wildfire Conservancy, a Center of Excellence for firefighter mental and behavioral 

health, and a photovoltaic solar field.  As part of the project, the main lodge, garage, and pool house 

will be converted for use by the Center of Excellence, and two bunkhouse/camp lodges will  be 

demolished and replaced with new facilities.  The direct impact of the project will be limited to an 

approximately 50-acre portion of the study area around the Paradise Valley Ranch retreat and guest 

lodge, which is referred hereafter as the project area in this report (Figs. 2, 3). 

 

The County of Riverside, as the lead agency for the project, required the study in compliance with 

the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The purpose of the study is to provide the 

County with the necessary information and analysis to determine whether the proposed project  

 

 
 

Figure 1.  Project vicinity.  (Based on USGS Santa Ana, Calif., 120ôx60ôquadrangle, 1979 edition)   
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Figure 2.  The project area and the study area.  (Based on USGS Hemet, Calif., 7.5ô quadrangle, 1996 edition)   
 

 


